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There is sustained growth all areas 
of the organic sector, despite the 
global economic downturn 
 
The current value is USD $80 billion 
sales in certified organic products  
 
IFOAM Organics International is a 
leader in this as our norms, such as 
the IFOAM Basic Standard which 
has been used as a reference 
document by many countries and 
organizations to develop certification 
systems that consumers trust 
 

Organic Sector Growth 
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Development of the number of countries with data on organic 
agriculture 
Source: FiBL-IFOAM-SOEL-Surveys 1999-2016 
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Growth of the organic agricultural land 1999-2014 
Source: FiBL-IFOAM-SOEL-Surveys 1999-2016 
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Development of the organic land by land use type 2004-2014 
Source: FiBL-IFOAM-SOEL-Surveys 1999-2016 
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“Regenerative organic agriculture improves the 
resources it uses, rather than destroying or 
depleting them. 
 
 It is a holistic systems approach to agriculture 
that encourages continual on-farm innovation for 
environmental, social, economic and spiritual 
wellbeing.” Robert Rodale  
 
 

Organic Sector Growth 



7 

Organic Sector Growth 



8 

Organic Sector Growth 



9 

“Regenerative organic agriculture improves the 
resources it uses, rather than destroying or 
depleting them. 
 
 It is a holistic systems approach to agriculture 
that encourages continual on-farm innovation for 
environmental, social, economic and spiritual 
wellbeing.” Robert Rodale  
 
 

Organic Sector Growth 



1
0 



1
1 

The New Market Reality 
Fortune Magazine 
 June 2015 
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The Drivers of Market Growth 
The $80 billion Organic Sector is Consumer 
Driven 
 • The main reasoning for purchasing is health – 

especially avoiding pesticides 
• The authorities say that the pesticide residues in 

food are safe 
 

• Therefore there is no need or value in purchasing 
and eating organic food 
 

• This needs to be critically examined 
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Healthy Production Systems 

The US President’s Cancer Panel  
80% of cancers are caused environmental toxins, especially 
chemicals and pesticides 
 
Exposure to chemical cocktails 
‘…Leukemia rates are consistently elevated among children 
who grow up on farms, among children whose parents used 
pesticides in the home or garden, and among children of 
pesticide applicators.’   
 

‘Yet over the same period (1975–2006), cancer incidence 
in U.S. children under 20 years of age has increased.’  
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Are the current residues in food safe? 
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The Myths of Safe Pesticides  

Children, newborn and the fetus 
 

The US President’s Cancer Panel  
‘Children also can be harmed by genetic or other damage 
resulting from environmental exposures sustained by the 
mother (and in some cases, the father).’  
 
‘There is a critical lack of knowledge and appreciation of 
environmental threats to children’s health and a severe 
shortage of researchers and clinicians trained in children’s 
environmental health.’ 
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Produce Non Toxic Safe Food  

 
Pesticide exposure to the fetus and  developing 
children causes: 
•Lower IQs 
•ADHD 
•Autism spectrum disorders 
•Lack of physical coordination 
•Loss of temper – anger management issues 
•Bipolar/schizophrenia spectrum  of illnesses 
•Depression 
•Childhood obesity  
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Are the current residues in food safe? 
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The Myths of Safe Pesticides  

Children, newborn and the fetus 
 

•Scientific research shows that pesticides effect the normal 
development of the nervous system in the fetus and children 
•The fetus and newborn possess lower concentrations of 
protective of serum proteins 
•The brain is the largest collection of nerve cells  
 

‘These results indicate that chlorpyrifos and other 
organophosphates such as diazinon have immediate, 
direct effects on neural cell replication.’ (Qiao 2001) 
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The Myths of Safe Pesticides  

E. A. Guillette et al, "An Anthropological Approach to the Evaluation of 
Preschool Children Exposed to Pesticides in Mexico," Environmental Health 
Perspectives, 106(6):347-53, June 1998. 



2
0 

The Myths of Safe Pesticides  

Children, newborn and the fetus 
Four recent studies show that prenatal exposure to organophosphate 
insecticides (OPs) adversely affects the neurological development of 
children. (Rauh et al., 2011, Rauh et al., 2012, Bouchard et al., 2011, Engel et al., 2011) 

 
• Parents should have considerable concern that the Columbia 

University study found that there was no evidence of a minimum 
level of exposure in the observed adverse impact on intelligence.  
 

• Caused brain abnormalities in children who were exposed to 
chlorpyrifos in utero through normal non occupational uses – i.e. 
eating conventional food 
 

• Most people get their exposure from residues in food 
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Increasing Awareness about the 
Dangers of Pesticides to Children 
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Thank You 
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